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Introduction
This book of ‘Independent Writing
Activities’ covers the genres for the
5 to 6 year old age group. It has
been written to the UK National
Strategy Primary Framework for
Literacy.

It contains at least two independent
writing activities for each genre type
and is an ideal vehicle for assessing
pupil progress in writing when used
with the different Levels found in the
Writing Assessment Guidelines,
which accompany the Primary
Framework for Literacy. (The
appropriate levels for this age group
have been reproduced under licence
at the beginning of this book.)

The author has also used this
approach successfully with children
to embed the features of each genre.
This was achieved by re-visiting a
previously studied genre later in the
term, so that the children practised it
once again. This ensured that the
features of that particular type of
writing remained firmly embedded in
the children’s memory. Thus when
the children were tested or came to
write in that particular genre at a later
date it was not just a distant memory.

There are six similar books in this
series covering the work of pupils
from Year 1 through to Year 6 (ages
5 to 11). PDF or Download versions
are also available of these books for
use on Interactive Whiteboards.
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Year 1 Narrative Stimulus
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Task

Your task is to write the story of what happened using
the pictures to help you.

Breakfast in Bed
Tom wanted to give his Mum a surprise by making her
breakfast in bed. Look at the pictures to find out
what happened.

1 2

3 4



Year 1 Narrative Planning Notes

Name Date
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Breakfast in Bed

What happened in picture 4?

What happened in picture 3?

What happened in picture 2?

What happened in picture 1?



Final Written WorkYear 1 Narrative
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Name Date

Breakfast in Bed



Year 1 Narrative Stimulus

Task
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Here is a picture of an amazing magical bird, which
can carry you anywhere you would like to go.

Your task is to write a story telling where the bird
takes you.

The Magical Bird



Year 1 Narrative Planning Notes

Name Date

How does your story end? How do you get home?

page 8 ©Topical Resources. May be photocopied for classroom use only.

The Magical Bird

How do you feel?

Where do you go?

What does the magical bird look like?
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Final Written WorkYear 1 Narrative

Name Date

The Magical Bird



Year 1 Narrative Stimulus
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Task

Your task is to write captions for the pictures.

Look at the pictures in the story below.
Goldilocks and the Three Bears

1 2

3 4

5 6



Year 1 Narrative Planning Notes

Name Date
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Text

Text

Text

Goldilocks and the Three Bears
Name Date

Words about the Three Bears

Words about Goldilocks



Final Written WorkYear 1 Narrative
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Name Date

Goldilocks and the Three Bears
1 2

3 4

5 6



Year 1 Labels, Lists and Captions Stimulus
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Task

Your task is to write the shopping list for the birthday
food. Remember to include some things you really like.

Tom and Sophie are having a birthday party. Look at
the picture of some of the food they would like.

Birthday Food



Year 1 Planning Notes

Name Date
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Birthday Food
Draw and label some birthday foods.

Labels, Lists and Captions



©Topical Resources. May be photocopied for classroom use only.

Final Written WorkYear 1

Name Date

My List of Birthday Food

Labels, Lists and Captions

My food pictures:

page 15



Year 1 Labels, Lists and Captions Stimulus
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Task

Your task is to write a list of what either Fiona or John
chooses for their birthday.

Toy Shop
It will soon be Fiona and John’s birthdays. They look
in the toyshop window. Look at what they see.



Year 1 Labels, Lists and Captions Planning Notes

Name Date
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Toy Shop
Draw and label the things you would choose if you were
either Fiona or John.



Year 1 Labels, Lists and Captions Final Written Work
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Name Date

Toy Shop List

My pictures of toys:



Year 1 Stimulus
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Task

How to Plant a Bulb
Emma’s class have planted some bulbs. Look at the
pictures to find out what they did.

Your task is to write the instructions for planting bulbs.

Instructions

1 2

3 4



Year 1 Planning Notes

Name Date
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How to Plant a Bulb

Instructions

Draw and label what you will need.



©Topical Resources. May be photocopied for classroom use only.

Final Written WorkYear 1

List what you need:

What you will need to do:

1.

Name Date

How to Plant a Bulb

Instructions

page 21



Year 1 Stimulus
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How to Make a Bowl of Cereal
John’s mum was ill in bed. He had to make his own breakfast.

Task

Your task is to write the instructions for making a bowl of
breakfast cereal.

Instructions

1 2

3 4



Year 1 Planning Notes

Name Date
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How to Make a Bowl of Cereal

Instructions

Draw and label what you will need.



Final Written WorkYear 1

What you will need:

What you will need to do:

1

2

3

4

page 24 ©Topical Resources. May be photocopied for classroom use only.

Name Date

How to Make a Bowl of Cereal

Instructions



Year 1 Stimulus
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Task

A Special Event

Your task is to write a recount of a special event that
has happened in your school.

Last Tuesday a storyteller came to Sam’s school.
This is what Sam wrote about the event.

Recount

Story Teller in School

Last Tuesday a storyteller ca
me to school. He read

us a funny story that he had
written about a dog

that was always getting into
trouble. The best part

was when he brought in his d
og and I got to stroke

it. I felt really happy.



Year 1 Planning Notes

Name Date
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A Special Event

Recount

How I felt …

The best part was …

What happened?

Title:



©Topical Resources. May be photocopied for classroom use only.

Final Written WorkYear 1

Title:

Name Date

A Special Event

Recount
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Year 1 Stimulus

page 28 ©Topical Resources. May be photocopied for classroom use only.

The Day Out

Task

Your task is to write about a special day out you have had.

Emily went on a special day out with her family. This is
what she wrote about…

Recount

A Trip to the Fun Fair

On Saturday I went in the car to the Fun Fair.
I went with my family. I went on lots of rides.
I liked the Log Flume. We had tea in the café.
We went home when it got dark. The best part
was when I won a teddy.



Year 1 Planning Notes

Name Date
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How you felt about it:

The Day Out

Recount

What you liked best:

What you did:

How you got there:

Title:



Final Written WorkYear 1
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Name Date

The Day Out

Recount

Your Title:



Year 1 Stimulus
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Task

Looking After a Pet

Your task is to write about looking after a pet.

Information Text

Here is some information Tom wrote about looking
after his rabbit.

Looking After a Rabbit
Pet rabbits live in a hutch with a run.

They eat dried food and fresh vegetables. They need to
be fed twice a day.

Their hutch must be cleaned out often and fresh straw
put in. They must have fresh water to drink. This should
be checked every day.

Rabbits need a large run in which to exercise and play.



Year 1 Information Text Planning Notes

Name Date

Drawing

Where it lives…

What it eats and drinks …

How to keep it clean …

The exercise it needs …

What kind of pet?

page 32 ©Topical Resources. May be photocopied for classroom use only.

Looking After a Pet



Year 1 Information Text

© Topical Resources. May be photocopied for classroom use only.

Final Written Work

Name Date

Looking After a Pet

page 33



Year 1 Information text Stimulus
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Class 2 are learning about how to keep healthy.
This is what Billy wrote about looking after his body.

Task

Your task is to write about how to look after your teeth.

Looking After My Body

Looking After My Body

To stay well we need to eat healthy
food like fruit, vegetables, meat,
milk, eggs and cheese.

It is important to take
exercise such as walking,
swimming or riding a bike.

Keeping clean is also important.
We must wash or shower often.

Our body also needs lots of
sleep each night.



Year 1 Information text Planning Notes

Name Date

page 35©Topical Resources. May be photocopied for classroom use only.

Looking After My Body

Why we need teeth…

How to keep teeth clean…

Foods which keep teeth healthy…

Visiting the dentist…

Picture of smiling face with lots of teeth…

Title: Teeth



Year 1 Information text Final Written Work
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Name Date

Looking After My Body - Teeth



Year 1 Stimulus

page 37©Topical Resources. May be photocopied for classroom use only.

Task

Your task is to write a poem of your own with the same
pattern as the one above. Write about other creatures
and their homes.

Poetry

Pattern Poems

Buzz, buzz, buzz went the bee
As she flew into the hive.

Bark, bark, bark went the dog
As he ran into his kennel.

Baa, baa, baa went the sheep
As it skipped into the field.

Read the poem carefully.



Year 1 Planning Notes

Name Date
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Poetry

Pattern Poems
Creature Sound Home
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Final Written WorkYear 1

Name Date

Pattern Poems

Poetry

Buzz, buzz, buzz went the bee
As she flew into the hive.

Bark, bark, bark went the dog
As he ran into his kennel.

Baa, baa, baa went the sheep
As it skipped into the field.

page 39



Year 1 Stimulus
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Task

Your task is to write a poem of your own, with the same
pattern as the one above, about five little cats.

More Pattern Poems
Poetry

Five Little Mice
Five little mice played on the floor,

One hurt its leg and then there were four.

Four little mice slept under a tree,
One saw the cat and then there were three.

Three little mice hid in a shoe,
One found a piece of cheese and then there were two.

Two little mice having lots of fun,
One heard its mother shout and then there was one.

One little mouse felt too hot in the sun,
Ran back into its hole and then there were none.

Here is a rhyming pattern poem. Read it carefully.

page 40
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Name Date
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Poetry

More Pattern Poems

Words that rhyme with none…

Words that rhyme with one…

Words that rhyme with two…

Words that rhyme with three…

Words that rhyme with four…



Final Written WorkYear 1

Five little cats sitting by the door,

One

four.

Four little cats swimming in the sea,

One

three.

Three little cats hiding in a shoe,

One

two.

Two little cats ,

One

one.

One little cat ,

none.
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Name Date

More Pattern Poems

Poetry
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